















GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 





—— 





And Lurpartial kuvestigator. 


HAV EMVE NOT ALL ONE FATHER....HATH NOT ONE GOD C&EATED U6....MALACHE 








Ausurn, Saturpay, SepTemBer 29.. 1827 


7 LVou.,.Y, 





N oO. 39.] 














OR: GINAL COMMUK CATIONS. 


—— 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
A PRIENDLY LETTER, 

To Elder Warner Lake, Pastor of the Bap- 
tist Church, in Springport, Cayuga county, 
New York, 

Sia :—All the apology 1 shall offer you for 
this address, will be, that you have assumed 
the responsibility of dispensing the divine word 
to’a lost world, thereby subjecting yourself to 
the scrutinizing investigation of your audi- 
ence. 

1 should not, however, at this time, meddle 
with you, were it not that the glaring absurdi- 
ties in your sermon at the funeral of Captain 
Bliss, on the first instant, loudly demanded a 
rehearing. 

You selected for our instruction the 13th 
chapter of Mark’s Gospel, 33d verse—* Take 
ye heed, watch and pray, for ye know not when 
the time is.” Your first remarks were, as near 
as I can recollect: ‘‘Our Saviour in the in- 
troduction to our text, had keen foretelling the 
destruction of Jerusalem literally; but after 
having closed that subject, he introduced an- 
other of great and solemn importance to all 
mankind ;—he cautioned them to beware, and 
be on their watch, for the end of all things 
was near at hand ; he warned them to prepare 
for the presence of their final Judge.” And 
you farther observed, that it was no less an 
end of all things to him that dicd now, than to 
the last man that should ever live. I hope to 
be corrected if I have not stated substantially 
your remarks. Now, sir, the grand query 
with me, is, where, in the whole chapter from 
which you selected your text, did you make 
such a grand, such a solemn discovery? I am 
constrained to say, that your text. contains no 
such admonition. Now do inform us, sir, where 
this sudden transition from one subject to an- 
other of so different.a complexion is. I know 
it has been handed forth from the desk times 
without number; but I am well persuaded 
that Jesus of Nazareth never intended to con- 
vey to his disciples any such idea in that dis- 
course ; an<l you, sir, old and plain as you are, 
and with all your independence of mind, would 
be ashamed to preach, or even to have it. said 
you had preached, such an incoherent dis- 
course. Only once look at it, sir, and see the 
propriety of commencing a different subject 





Sr ietenininennenienientaneneeenl 
with the words—-“* But of that day and that 
hour knoweth no nian,” é&o. . According sto 
| your exposition, what use do you make. of the 
| connective * but,” andthe relative * that ?”— 
| Can you make any possible sense of them 2. 
| Mark, sir, you say that in the preceding sab- 
ject, the Saviour spoke.of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, literally. 'Then,. you-say,.-ha bes 
gins anew subject with the words—-“‘ But ef& 
that day and that hour,” &c. Wawar.day and; 
hour does he. refer to? Why, you would, :and- 
in fact you did. tell us, that it was,thelast day 
and hour of a man’s life! Singular discovery 
indeed! Who would think by reading the 
whole’ of the last paragraph, that such an idea 
wasintended to be conveyed? Curious it is, 
x 4000 years had rolled over the experience 
of mankind, yet they were ignorant that they 
were in the dark as to the last day and. houn, 
of theirlives!: When I hear a man explain. 
this text in the manner you did, it is with, the 
utmost stretch of the mantle of charity that L; 
am able to cover his insincerity. If our 
was relating in this. chapter, the different cir- 
cumstances attending the close of the, legal 
age or dispensation, then we can perfectly well 
understand him, then we have a:most. beauti- 
fully arranged discourse, clearly expressed :-—.. 
Beautifully prophetick, but we think easy to 
be understood at this enlightened day. ., , 

You made frequent mention of the passage,, 
‘“* Be- ye also ready,” which you applied tq, 
warao us to prepare todie. Now, sir, as, Lean- 
find nothing expressed in the. above 0 
which warns man to prepare to-die, I will just 
inquire of you how a man shall prepare. bim- 
self for death? Is it by keeping the words.of 
theSaviour? O no; for he says ‘*if any man 
kéep iny words he shall never see death.” Is 
it by believing on the Saviour? No. “He 
that heareth my word and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life,” @c. Now, 
the only method of preparing to die, that Lean 
discover laid down in holy writ, is, to-be 
nally minded, which Paul says is deaths ‘a 
let me tell you, that the very mode you-peint-.. 
ed out for us to prepare for death, was express. - 
ly calculated for usto prepare for life and 
peace. ie 29-2: 

The next noticeable particular was, that 
you informed us that we ail:knew. one thing, / 
and that-was, that ** except we repent we shall 
all likewise perish.” Now whatare we toun-; « 
derstand from the application of this text? If 
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you had left out the word [kewise, we might 
Pp ‘cOme At what your meaning was ;— 
but as you quoted it, we might with honest 
and simple propriety infer, tha: unless we 
repented, we should all. perish by falling out 
of our carriages. You may say that I treat 
the Subject lightly ; but my intention by so 
doing, is to draw your mind to a strict exatmi- 
nation of your subject. You could not possi- 
bly wish us to have understood you, that except 
we repented;-we should all perish) by having 
the Governor of Judea mingle our blood 
with’ our sacrifices; or that we should have 
the tower of Siloam to fallon us. For sa the 
insertion of the word likewise in the text, would 
lead us to understand it. 

_ Again; “ Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” It did ap- 
pear to me, from a few words preceding the 
last quotation, that you, by quoting these 
words, would have us understand, that it was 
your belief, that the spirit of the corpse before 
you, had gone any where but to a place of rest. 
The application you made of the text, would 
teach us, that man was born again by his own 
efforts. But,sir, if I understand the tenor of 
Calvinism, the fact that man can do any thing 
to effect this birth, is absolutely denied. — 
Now, sir, does your creed teach us, that man, 
by his own good deeds, performed by his own 








hands, can prepare himself for the presence of | nares the exception of family and near rela- 


If not, why | 


his’ Maker,—his final Judge ? 
did you insist upon it sostrongly? Why did 
you tell your audience, that it was their own 
work to prepare for death ? and to prove what 
you asserted, why did you quote the passage 
last above written ? How long will it be, sir, 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 









members were earnestly charged and entreat- 
ed’not to eat- with an excommanitated persoti, 
they have,.in violation to the charge, gone 
forward, and have eaten at the same table 
with an excommunicated person! 4 ! 


What will be done’? what.can be done,— 
when the solemn charge of the minister is 
thus imprudently violated and trampled upon ! 
And now the minister has this day, previous 
to the excommunication of another member, 
been under the painful necessity of again and 
again repeating this charge, with all the so- 
lemnity and engagedness of a Mahomet, that 
it might not be violated. He has referred 
them to the 5th chapter of Paal’s first epistle 
to the Corinthians, as his authority for this 
charge ; and now he has this day, also, previ- 
ous to the exercises, given a general explana- 
tion of the chapter. - He has brought forward 
the words .of the apostle, showing that he 
(the apostle) does not mean that they must not 
commune with excommunicated persons ; but 
that they must not eat at all at the common 
table at common meals, with such persons ;— 
with such an one, no, not to eat. And, 
notwithstanding this command—this solemn 
charge, they willviolate it! They doeat with 
such persons atthe same tabie, after they 
have be:n excommunicated from the Presby- 


i terran Church!! and although the minister 
5 


tions, as not included in this charge or prohi- 

bition, where the apostle makes no exception ; 
. on 

yet still they have violated it, notwithstanding 


| all this indulgence! !, Oh, what base ingrati- 


before you will be heard to quote, * Which | 


were born not of blcod nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God,” in 
order to prove that man can do nothing of 
himself? I forbear to say any thing further 
for want of room ; and if you should not affect 
to contemn what is here written, but should 
wish toranswer, you can have the same privi- 
lege that I now take, and through the same 
medium ;—and may you be led to behold and 
believe the whole truth as it is in Jesus 





Yours respectfully, IR. R.# 
EET SS 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


What will be done! alas! what can be 







done. Not more than four. weeks since, in 
thi ige—the village of Elbridge—the Rev. 


“of the Congregational Society, gave an 
earnest and most solemn charge to the, breth- 
ren and sisters under his care, after the ex- 
communication of three of its members, not to 
eat at all with an excommunicated person.— 
They have, notwithstanding this solemn charge 
from the minister, violated it in less than three 
days after it was given! They have fgain, 


and again violated it. Notwithstanding tlre.| ‘' loosing the caste :” this will do for heathen, 


tude! Alas! what will be done! they will 
not hear! 


CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

It seems really mysterious, that men; who 
profess to be rational, and consistent beings, 
can be serious when they attempt to palm on 
their fellow creatures, as a duty, and as a sen- 
timent of the bible, a command or prohibition, 
the most destructive and abhorrent to every 
social and Christian feeling. A person may 
not eat at the same table with a memiber of 
the Presbyterian order, because he has been 
excommunicated therefrom; and perhaps he 
has been excommunicated because he differs 
a little in judgment from that order. If two 
persons—the one a member, the other an 
excommunicated member—chance to meet at 
the same house, and both wish for a meal of 
victuals at the same time, the good lady must 
set two tables. But why? Because that man 
don’t think as I do. g_7** Stand by thyself, 
come not near to me, for 1 am holier than 
thou.” This would be subjecting fellow clay 
toa fine predicament: this would be as de- 
grading as the religion of the missionaries to 
Hindoo nations: this is what they would term 
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for the dark ages; but for Christians—at this 
riod of the world, in the state of New York, 
in this enlightened land where religious free- | 
dom and inquiry is encouraged—it is alto- | 
gether too late in this day, for the introduc- 
tion of such superstitious, pharisaical folly. 
The writer of this article has, within the last , 
five years, witnessed the strict observance of | 
this pharasaical spirit. He has thought he 
had seen the end of it. But no; it has again re- 
vived, or it has attempted to raise its haggard | 
head in the village of Elbridge, through the 
medium, of the * priest’s Jips.”’. I would not 
speak disrespectfully of the Rev. clergyman— 
by no means. He is a smart man in the pul- 
vit—the idol of his church: but then, again, 
he is a fallible creature as well as the rest of 
us. Nay, it is the sentiment which he incul- 
cates that we condemn, notthe man. He al- 
lows the members of his church to eat and 
associate with the men of the world, though 
they be drunkards, fornicators, &c. but with 
an excommunicated person, they are forbidden 
to eat even at the cominon table. Jt is an er- 
communicated person—no matter what they are 
excommunicated for, I suppose you must not | 
eat with them; they are awfulcreatures. We 
have the charity to believe, however, that the 
members of the Calvinistick societies are pos- 
sessed with too much good sense to swallow 
down such food, and at the same time, wiping | 
their mouths, eall it a good mouthful. ‘There | 
may be exceptions, however. It would be 
strange, if John Calvin, their foundez, did not 
have some true disciples. If he could burn 
Michael Servetus to death, by a slow fire made | 
of green wood, because he (Servetus) could | 
not believe his (Calvin’s) creed ;-it would 
seem strange if some of his disciples, who 
are called Calvinists, after his name, should | 
not fee] themselves tov good to eat at the same | 
table with an excommunicated person for. the | 
same crime. ‘T‘here are such slisciples, no | 
doubt, and they are those whom, if they could 
lay aside their prejudice time enough to read 
this communication, they would, perhaps, pro- 
nounce its author hostile to Christianity.— 
But this is not the case ; it is no such thing. 
It isthe inconsistencies and absurdities that , 
he opposes, not religion or the cause of his 
Redeemer. He has no hostility, no enmity | 
to the cause of religion, or to a single child of 
Adam’s race He begs leave to inquire 
the Saviour of the world, who tasted death for 
every man, had occasion to say, of some of | 
those whom he loved, and for whom be was | 
about to give his life a ransom—** Ye fools and | 
blind which strain at a gaat,’’ ‘cc. without be 
itig adverse to religion; why may not similar 
language now be applied t some, without im 
lying an anti-Christian spirit iu the author? 
t the candid observer reply. A.C. 


Elbridge, August 26th, 1527. 





' of the subject, should it be agreeable to you 5 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
A FRIENDLY HINT TO “A.” 


Sir :—Believing that good may result.from 
properly conducted controversies, to the Chris- 
tian world, who are eager to obtain the truth 
as it is in Jesus, and having a little more than 
a month since, closed my reply to your second 
communication, I now request a continuation 
and as I have, according to my abilities, an- _ 
swered your objections, | hope you will not 


| refuse a “* reciprocation.” 


I would once more call your ‘attention to 
the golden rule of our Saviour. [fn the 18th 
No. of the Advocate, p. 138, is an article 
headed ** Reciprocation,” eontaining several 
questions for your consideration, and to them, 
I wish you to attend as svon as may be con- 
venient. Inthe close of that article, LI pro- 
mised some remarks on the subject of immor- 
tality, which will be delayed till the questions 
there presented shall have been disposed of. 

Though the editor has said, at page 237 of 
the Advocate, that ‘*no communication will 
be inserted, unless the name of the authour is 
known,” &c.; yet, as you have entered his 
columns, he will, no doubt, make an exception 
in your case, and give every opporf : 
should it be agreeable to your wishes. 

Yours respectfully, W.1. RE 

Sept. 1827, 

By the same mail that brought the above, we recei- 
vei a polite Note from“ A.” stating the reasons why 
he has not replied to W. I. Reese. We regret ex. 
ceedingly that our respected correspondent “ A.” is 
not in a situation to continue his favours ; but he must 
of course be permitted to judge for himself in this 
matter. Should circumstances permit, we hope again 
to hear from him. His reasons for discontinuing the 
controversy follow:— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Sin :—Since my return from the journey 
which I took, [ have been unable to find leis- 
ure to pursue the subject controverted be- 
tween Mr. W. i. Reese and myself A little 
time which I had, in recovering from sickness, 
afforded me an opportunity to write what I 
did, which, being now employed for another 
person, is not in my power. 

I will thank you to mention this in your 
paper, as the cause of my silence on this sub- 


i¢ Jeet, which I should be anxious to pursue if I 


cuuld. Yours, A. 

10th Sept. 1827. 

diene 9 NEBR 0 2 OR 

The Temple ot Trath 1s built indeed of 
stones of chrystal, but imasmuch as men have 
been concerned in rearing ut, it has been con- 
solidated by a cement composed of baser ma- 
terials. [tis deeply to be lamented that Truth 
herself will attract little attention and less.es- — 
teem until it be amalgamated with some par- 


ticular party, persuasion or sect ; unmixed amd 
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unadulterated, it too often proves as unfit for 
currency, as. pure gold for circulation. Sir 
Walter Raleigh has observed, that “ he that 
follows Truth too closely, must take care that 
She does not strike out his teeth ;” but he that 
follows Truth ever so closely, has little to fear 
Y¥om Truth, but he has much to fear from the 
pretended friends of it.— Lacon. 





ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 


aver “¢ EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.” 








‘THE WAY TO MAKE HYPOCRITES. 

We: assume it as an incontestible fact, that it is 
notin man,.of himself, to control his belief or faith 
in aby proposition.“ All are led by the testimony pre- 
sented to their understandings, either to believe or 
@isbelieve ;.and altheugh coercion may induce a per- 
son te profess an assent to the truth of a doctrine or 
proposition, which to his mind is not sustained by evi- 
dence, yethis assent only proves that he dare not avow 
what are his real convictions. 


18 order that we may be prepared to believe in any 
doctrinal proposition, it becomes necessary that we 
should be qualified to judge of the evidence urged in 
its support. That man would be considered extreme- 
ly foolish who should propound a problem in mathe- 
maticks to an ideot incapable of understanding the 

rence between an unit and ten; but such an one 
would be quite as wise as those are, who propose to 
children and ignorant adults “the incomprehensible 
dogmas” of what is called orthodoxy. 


From the foregoing observations it may justly be 
inferred, that we must have capacity to understand 
the evidence presented in sapport of any given propo- 
ition, before we can, with propriety, be called upon to 
believe ; and, that before we can believe at all, we 
must have evidence which appears something like a 
demonstration of the fact. Hence, then, if sectarians 
would multiply converts to their creeds, they should 
seek for the most convincing evidences of their truth ; 
inasmuch as nothing else can produce belief in the 
mifids or understandings of mankind; and these evi- 
ences should be presented to the minds of those and 

those only who are capable of understanding them. 

The above remarks are designed to lead us on toa 
consideration ef the impropriety of those coercive 
measures which have been pursued by our opporents. 

The first errour which wi!l be noticed at this time, 
is the eustom of attaching a great degree of criminali- 
ty to unbelief. 

{If as above intimated, we believe according te evi- 
@enece, it would seem to follow that the want of evi- 
denes, and noi the want oj a disposition, is the cuuse 
of unbelief. Hence, unless a person is to blame for 
nét obtaining evidence for himself, it is improper to 
consider him eulpable in any case for a wait of faith 
in any proposition ; and should we fiod a person en- 
gaged ia looking up testimony in favour of any doc- 
tring, witha view of beeoming a believer, we should 
ateace genclude he ‘had prejudged the ¢ase and was 

Or bid 


wel *t 





ready to receive almost any thing for evidence tha. 
should suit his purpose. 

Our opponents present to mankind the propositiov 
that there ure three persons, equal in power and glo- 
ry, in the Godhead ; and this, they tell us, is a doctrine 
taught in the scriptures. Butatthe same time, they 
tell us plainly that those three persons are mysteri- 
ously and incomprehensibly united in such a manner, 
that, although each person is infinite yet there is but 
one person after all. Now, it isnot strange that such 
doctrine should have its advocates, for almost any 
mystery will have its devotees; but it is strange that 
any persons can be found to denounce their fellow be- 
ings for not believing what, in the onset, is declared to 
be beyond the reach of our powers of comprehension. 

Again: It is maintained that God has prepared 
a place of endless torment for a portion of his children 
in another world, and that the act of consigning mil- 
lions to that place of ceaseless woe, is perfectly con- 
sistent with the Divine attributes of goodness, mercy, 
and love. To many, this propvsition is entirely in- 
comprehens:»le. But we are told that unbelief in 
this point of faith will excite the displeasure of the 
Almighty, and should entitle us to the contempt of the 
faithful here on earth. Hence, the torments of heli 
are threatened against us for unbelief in this notion, 
and the terrours of excommunication are resorted to, 
to prevent mankind from revolting from the belief of 
this doctrine. In this way thousands are kept within 
the pale of the visible church, who, otherwise, would 
openly reject an idea so abhorrent to the better feel- 
ings of our nature. The same remarks will apply in ten 
thousand instances ; more especially to the means re- 
sorted to in securing an outward assent to the doctrines 
of total depravity, eternal election ‘and reproba- 
tion, &c. &e. 

That thousands do outwardly assent to the deetrines 
abovementioned, is very evident; but that most, if 
not all of them, rest upon doubtful testimony is a fact 
admitted even by the most strenuous advocates for 
their authenticity. And,if mankind are incapable of 
believing what they cannot comprehend, we conclude 
there are many more nominal than real believers in 
those absurdities, 


Now, the way io make hypocrites would seem to be 
this: Let the clergy of the limilarian faith use measures 
to make the people proress to believe what they cannot 
understand. We will suggest afew ideas for their 
consideration, which relaie to the more important 
particulars, with the hope that some of them will see 
their true condition. 

When a member of their church intimates that some 
of the peculiar tenets of their order are rather in- 
consistent with the charecter of a good and merciful 
Creator, let the first opportunity be improved to 
threaten him or her with a disgraceful excommunica- 
tion. ‘This will undoubtedly have a great effect'in 
confirming the person in doubt; but will perhaps in- 
fluesce a weak mind to remain quiet, and if continued 
incessantly, will in time make the person a passable 
hypocrite. 
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If young people are apparently anxious to hear and 
judge for themselyes, it will be likely to make them 
hypocrites, to persuade them that certain meetings 
are composed of the lower classes of society, and are 
unpopular. This will by no means alter their views ; 
but it may, if persisted in, cause them to conceal their 
honest convictions, and probably attend with the more 
popular class of society. 

In order to succeed in the work of making hypo- 
crits, it may be farther necessary, to insinuate to 
merchants, lawyers, physicians, and mechanicks, that 
if they would succeed in business, they must attend a 
certain church, and support a certain clergyman.— 
When you touch a man’s purse, or his interest, you 
touch his life; and if we are not mistaken, there are 
hundreds in the worid who for no other than pecunia- 
ry considerations conceal their sentiments. 

Much more might be said on this subject, but if our 
readers are desirous of obtaining farther information, 
we take the liberty to refer them to Doctor Ely’s dis- 
course, (a part of which was published in our 37th 
number,) and to the limitarian clergy generally. 

IMPROVEMENT. 


It seems to argue but little knowledge of human na- 


ture in any one, to suppose thegpind of man can be 
controled by coercive measures, or that sincere con- 
verts to any mode of faith can Le multiplied, by the 
means used by our opponents generally throughout the 
world. True, mankind can be kept in ignorance by 
the fear of popular priests; but whenever the under 
standing becomes enlightened, it willbe free. Those 
then who calculate on keeping the ascendency, by the 
means above hinted at, will, unless we are in errour, 
find to their surprize, sooner or later, that a bondage so 
irksome, a servitude so abject, will not always be 
endured by the citizens of these United States. 








UIsSOwLiaAN 
BROM THE AMERICAN FARMER. 


THE WiF®. 


To a fond and confiding girl, few hours in 
life are so full of buoyancy and hope, of kind- 
ness and affection, as those of courtship ; and 
few it may be truly said, are so important to 
her future welfare and happiness. in her lover 
she, too often, sees all that is worthy and re- 
spectable in man; the ardour of her affection 
softens the most offensive traits of character, 
and obliterates all minor failings. Whatever 
she may have collected from poetry, is brought 
in aid of her imagination, which pictures, in 
the most glowing colours, the character of a 
husband ; and her affection persuades her that 
in her lover she has found a perfect represent- 
ative of the ideal picture. 

In dreams of confidence in the prudence of 
her choice, and delightful anticipations of suc- 
ceeding years ofaffection and happiness, she 
ig led to the altar ; and how ofien alas! dees 
olie ‘short year bring home to her aching bo- 








of her hopes of all mutual love, and tender as- 
siduity and lasting affection. Yesterday the 
lover was all attention, and love marked every 
action: to-day, the husband is cold, distant 
and neglectful ; preferring the company of the 
dissipated to that of her, who but a few days 
since, he flauered himself was dearer to him 
than all the world beside. 

I can hardly picture to myself a situation 
more truly heart-rending and deplorable, than 
that of a female who has found every want an- 
ticipated and every reasonable wish gratified 
under the paternal roof, with the warm confi- 
dence of youth to repose on the bosom of- 
affection, but finding her confidence betrayed, 
her affection slighted and herself, with a help- 
less offspring, left to struggle with unkindness, 
poverty and want. Such alas! is too often 
the case in this world of uncertainty, where 
we find, mixed with the kindest blessings of 
our Heavenly Father, evils, which almost stag- 
ger our strongest faith. 

In my boyish days, when every thing was 
bright and sunny, and pleasures sported in 
beautiful perspective before me, I sometimes 
wandered to a neighbouring farm house to 
pass an idle hour with its lovely and innocent 
inmates, who were as thoughtless and cheerful 
asmyself. Among these beautiful girls was 
one more advanced in age than the rest, whose 
modesty and blooming beauty, was the admi- 
ration and envy of the village throng. Twenty 
winters have passed over my head, since [ 
saw her sporting on the green, and yet, at this 
distant day, | cannot recollect her sylph-like 
form, her sprightly manner, and her affection- 
ate smile without a thrill of delight. 

Eliza’s hand had been ofien solicited by 


| those whose fortunes were much superiour to 
, her own, but none were able to win her heart, 


| About her twentieth year, she met, 


som thé sad reality of the falsity and emptiness | 


friend’s, a young geutieman who had rcenii 
come to reside im the neighbourhood ; ° 
figure was eleyant; ins features were regular, 
and his whole appearance such, as, at first 
sight, was calculated to excite the affections 
of a young, inexperienced, and susceptible 
girl. He was flippant, bold, and even boiste- 
rous; Which, to one little acquainted with the 
world, might indicate a great degree of spirit ; 
but it was in fact nothing but the ebuliition of 
an irritable and petulant temper. T'o this. 
man biiza became most passionately attached 
—he offered her his hand, and it was ac - 
ed, in opposition to the advice and entreaties. 
of her parents. It was about this time t left 
the parental roof, and new scenes and increas- 
ing cares almost obliterated the beautiful Eliza 
from my recollection. 


During one of the inclement nights.of our 
New-England winters, 1 was called to an ob- 
scure part of the city, to visit professionally, a 
poor and helpless wretch, who was pining with 


disease produced by intemperance. As I sat by 
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the bed of the sufferer, I heard, in an adjoining 
room, the voice of a female, pleading with 
great earnestness, with one, who appeared to 
be the employer of her husband. ‘ For hea- 
ven’s sake, she said, do keep back every cent 
you can of*his earnings; not a shilling that 
enters his pocker ever finds its way here. The 
tippling shop and tavern takes all, _ It is hard, 
and perhaps wrong to speak of one’s husband 
thus. ‘The time was when [ did not believe it 
possible ; but what am I to do? where am I 
to seek sustenance, clothing, and fuel for 
these ‘my freezing and starving children? 
But, my dear sir,” she continued, her sobs al- 
most suffocating her ; ‘* this is but a small part 
of what I suffer. Oh! I could sustain myself 
under poverty and want; [ could live with 
him cheerfully and affectionately under al! the 
vicissitudes of for:une, if 1 could only receive - 
the love and kindness which is a wife’s due.” 

I inquired the name of her who had so 
strongly excited my sympathy; in a moment , 
the beautiful Eliza flitted before my mind; ! 
she, who at twenty years was so beautiful, so 
affectionate, so happy, that angels might al- 
most have envied her lot. {£ arose with an 
indistinct feeling that I should meet something 
which my youthful mind was wont to contem- 
plate with such delight. I entered the room, 
but what did I see? the shadow of her whose 
early dawn was the promise of earthly bliss. 
Would to God it had never been my lot to 
have thus encountered her, who, in youth, had 
left such a magick and undying spell on my 
mind. 


| 
| 


' 
' 


Man may be justly efititled the great des- 
troyer and exterminator of life, without regard 
totime, place, or circumstance. | By his power 
the strongest are overcome; by his ingenuity, 
most subtle circumvented and their 
ties of body and mind made subservient 
o his necessities or pleasures. He is superior 
to the whole animal creation in the noblest 
attributes, but he enjoys one:pre-eminence for 
which even the lowest have no cause to envy 
him. All the destructive animals fulfil their | 
dire offices upon creatures belonging to other 
kinds: when the lion leaps from his ambush, 
it is into the neck of the wild ox or antelope 
that he buries his claws ;—when the wolves 
howl in unison, it is the deer they are pur 
suing ;—wihen the scream of the eagle sounds 
shrillest, then let the wild duck beware ! Even 
the insatiably ferocious tiger keeps aloof from 
his brethren of blood. But, when the drums 
roll and the trumpets clang ;—when the ban 
ner-folds are shaken abrvad upon the air, and 
the neigh of the charger re-echves the deep 
notes of the bugle, then is man with his boast- 
ed reason, preparing to spill the blond of his 
brother—to drive his desolating chariot over 
the faces of his kindred—spread havock and 


nr 
are 





cy whether right or wrong. One’s mind can- 


despair before his path, and leave famine and 
pestilence to track his footsteps. 
American Quar. Review. 
Paar 


When the Athenian “Urator was asked— 
what is the first grace in oratory ?_ he replied, 
Pronunciation ; the second? Pronunciation ; 
the third ; still he replied Pronunciation. So 
if [am asked, what is the first grace .in reli- 
gion? I reply, Humility ; the second ?, IIu- 
mility ; the third? still, Humility ; and self 
conceit is the first, and second, and third 
obstruction. 








A plain but excellent father had a son much 
given to the pleasures of the toilet. Coming 
home in a new fashioned bang-up, with some- 
thing less than a score of capes, he was asked 
what kind of thatching he had on his shoul- 
ders, * (apes, only capes, father!” ** So, $0,” 
said the old man, passing his hand over ‘them, 
‘** Cape Hatteras, Cape Henlopen, I suppose ; 
and here,” clapping his hand on his head, “ is 
the light house.” 

a 

** Are you yet to learn,” asked Lord Cleve- 
land, “‘ that in the management of a political 
party, arrangement is every thing, friendship 
nothing, nay, that the most determined friends 
must often give way to doubtful allies ; to de- 
termined enemies aiways.’’—-De Vere. 

ares 


‘The Paris Journal des Debates of June 
30, has two blank columns under the head 
“ Variety!’ the matter having been struck 
out by the Censors. What would subscribers 
to an American payer say at blank spots where 
reading had been and should be? They 
would, at least, flock to the office by thousands 
to know what the offending matter was, and 
more would hear than would liave read ; and 
the suppression would cause more excitement 
than the publication. By the way, are French 
editors forbid to tell what is strack out?’ 

ae 











How to have a good Memory.—To some 
one who was complaining of his memory, Dr. 
Johnson said, ** Pray, sir, do you ever forget 
what money you have in your pocket? or who 
gave you the last kick on the shins that you 
had 7 Now,.1f you pay the same attention to 
what you read, as you do your temporal con- 
cerns, and your bodily feelings, you would 
impress it as deeply upon your memory.” 





Despotism can never exist cotemporaneous- 
ly with the hberty of the Press, as we cannot 
have night before the setting of the sun. 

}______] 

Ancer.— The first emotions of anger should 

always be suppressed. This is a goodly poli- 
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net see so clearly in the whirlwind-of passion 
If;angét and high passions should ever be in- 
dulged let the feelings rise gradually into that 
lofty. région.’ By this means you carry with 
you, and intimidate much more your antagon- 
ists.. A winged spirrt might reach the top of 
the Andes in a single flight, but if he wants 
to carry men “with:him, he mast accommodate 
his progress to their weakness. : 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 





Extract of aletter dated Belmont Hall, (Schoo- 
ley’ s Mountain; N.J. July 21, 1827. 

A remarkable discovery was made a few 
days ago in the ‘Morris and Eaton Canal,” 
about four miles from this place It isa Mam 
inoth skeleton, in a remarkable state of pre- 
servation. It lay about three feet beneath the 
surface, ‘and was exhumed in excavating the 
canal. It is supposed to be much larger than 
thut-in Peale’s Museum, one o/ the tusks being 
probably about 150 weight. The grinders look 
as fresh as if they had not been buried a day, 
tho’ they may have lain there a thousand years. 

tehave" purctiased the entire skeleton and 
enclose you a precise description of it, written 
by Dr. Stewart of Hacketst$wn | intend to 
send it to Europe shortly, and in the mean 
time those who’ visit Belmont, can be gratified 
with a view of it. Yours, &c. 

- PETER C. BROWNE. 





Natura Cortosity.—T he brig Sarah Lou- 
isa, from the Cape de Verds, which came up 
from Quarantine on Sunday evening, has three 
live Ostriches on board. Capt, Abbot procu- 
red them with some difficulty, for the owner 
of a caravan of animals. ‘The largest only 
eight months old, in a naturai posture, is nine 
feet high ;—the others are younger and simall- 
er, but seem growing very rapidly. They swal 
low bones, broken stones, iron nails, &c. with 
avidity, and the gustric fluid of their stomach, 
possesses the peculiar property of dissolving 
them ina short time.—-The plumage is at 
present, rather disordered, as they have pluck- 
ed each others’ feathers, on the passage, The 
bird has but two toes on the foot; the legs 
large and white as a man’s arm, is a great cu 
riosity of itself. Itseyes are large and vacant, 
and what is remarkable, the ostrich appears 
entirely destitute of attachment to its own 
species, or those who have them in charge. 
The natives often ride them; and though their | 
wings are too small for flying, their speed over 
the deserts of their native country, is far great- 
cr than the fleetest Arabian horse. 

American Traveller. 
ea LE 








Curious Discovery.—Tne Vermont Pat- | 
riot of the 18th ultimo, says: ‘ We learn that 
a gentleman in Irasburgh in Orleans county, | 


in this.state, while plowing in his field, found, 
a few days since, what is termed by some, an 
‘iron shirt,” the body part of which is. .made 
wholly of iron rings linked into,each other, 
about one eighth of dn itch in diameter.— 
The collar is made of brass rings, so closely 
interwoven as to be periectly suff. ‘The pro- 
pername of the garment is undoubtedly a 
** coat of mail,” but how it came to Irasburgh, 
is left to conjecture. It was found, as our in- 
formant states, under the stump of a tree, about 
two feet over, which had become rotten. We 
have secn several of the rings, which are made 
of small wire, and appeared to be rivetted to- 
gether. We are told that the United States’ 
engineers, who are surveying in that region, 
have procured it, and intend to carry it to 
New York. 


CiericaL Giapiators—We have heard 
of disputations at all times and on almost all 
occasions, but a circumstance which happened 
in Fall River, last Sabbath, we think leaves 
them all in the rear... ‘Two pastors, the Rev. 
Mr. Ross of the Baptist persuasion, and the Rev. 
Mr. Taylor of the Methodist order, happened 
to meet upon the shore for the purpose of im- 
mersing converts. As it was not convenient 
for both pastors to proceed with their services 
at the same time; Elder Ross proceeded with 
an exhortation, which lauded ‘ some folks,” 
and ‘* some folks’ it did not laud ; rather lean- 
ing towards his own belief, and rather calcu- 
Jated to push those over who did not lean the 
same way. This rather touched the feelings 
of the other party, and Mr. Taylor replied ; 
rejoinder followed the reply, and a rebutter 
followed that which also succeeded by a sur- 
rejomder, and the dispute finally reached such 
a heighth that most of both congregations 
withdrew and left the reverend combattants to 
themselves.—-lV. Star. 

x 





Robbery.— The store of Messrs. J. and C, 
Gascoigne, dealers in hardware, No. 74 Maid- 
en Lane, New York, was, on Friday night, 
entered by some villain or villains, and goods 
to the amount of about $150 stolen. The 
thieves made their entrance through the door 
in Liberty-street, by means of a chisel and 
iron bar, both of which they left in the street 
near the premises. 


It is remarked in the Chronicle, printed in 
that place, tuat in Cincinnati. Ohio, although 
Im5 houses were built there in 1826, the nam- 
ber building this year will probably be above 
three hundred. With all this increase of habi- 
ations, there are no tenements to let, and the 
emigration continues, in a degree equal to the 
extension and improvement of the place. 


Mr. Alfred Allen, son of Mr. Holden Allen, 
of Black Rock, has recently arrived there 
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from'Mexico. He was captured by the Span- 
jards in 1812, and liberated by the operation 
of the new Spanish constitution in 1820. 

A doctor Walker, a native of Maryland, 
who had lately located himself in Hertford, 
N. C. put a period to his existence on the 10th 
inst. by deliberately ‘aking a knife from 
among his surgical instruments, with which 
he divided the carotid artery and the jugular 
vein, making a wound in the side of the neck 
abouttwo inches in length. He left a note on 
the table, bidding his friends in Lertford and 
his mother, faré-well. 

The steam-boat Lady of the Lake, was 
Jaunched on Canandaigua lake, on Saturday 
the Loth inst. A boat of the same mode! is 
building at Ithica, and it is understood one of 
this kind, will also be built for Seneca lake. 


Capt. Patridge has it in contemplation to 
establish a military school at Rochester. 


Two hundred laborers, are wanted on the 
¢* Cayuga and Seneca canal.” 

On'tne 3d inst. Mr. Allen Sergeant drop- 

d dowm and expired at the house of his 
cousin, Mr. D. Sergeant, at Morristown, New 
Jersey. 

At the court of General Sessions, held in 
Kingston, Ulster county, last week, Frederick 
F. Johnson, convicted of manslaughter, was 
sentenced to the state prison for the term of 
three yéars. Schoonmaker, a coloured boy, 
convicted of grand larceny for the term of siz 
years. —N. Y. Enquirer. 

Another warning.—On the 19th inst. says 
the Norwalk. (Conn.) Gazette, a young man 
named Isaac Wardwell, living in Darien, com- 
mitted suicide by drinking rum! It is stated 
that after drinking very freely at a store, he 
returned home, found his father’s bottle, drank 
a pint of the liquor, and not long after expired. 

A bloody deed '!—A man in this city sent 
for a respectable Physician the other day tw 
bleed him. When'the arm was bound, the 
doctor asked for something to catch the blood. 
"he usual article for that purpose was afforded, 
but all refused by the patient, who demand a 
tumbler. In this he caught the blood with his 
own hand, and when it was full, after ordering 
the Doctor to stop'the blood, he put the tuni- 
ble¥ to'his mouth and drank off its contents ! 
On the Voctors’ expressing his ‘horror at ‘the 
deed, the patient said, that he had several 
times bled himself and got the blood to -irink 
—it was the best physick he could take !— 
Augusta (Geo.) Courier, Sept. 5. 

The Le Roy Gazetic, in speaking of the 
descent of the vessel over Niagara Falls, gives 
the following anecdote :—One of the publicans 
who had made preparation for the entertain- 
ment of visitors on this occasion, spread a 
table upon Goat Island, which, to his great 





satisfaction, soon attracted a goodly number | 





of the lovers of the good things of life. During 
the repast, he sat quietly ruminating upoa the 
effect which the liberality of an assembly of 
hungry gormandizers was likely to have upon 
his purse, when a wag raised the ory, ** The 
Schooner is coming !” No time was to be dost: 
the guests sprang from their meals and repair- 
ed with all possible speed to the opposite shore, 
leaving for the astonished Mr. Boniface an 
empty table as the only compensation for his 
trouble. 





WAR RED. 

In this village, by the Rev. Mr. Tucker, Mr. kug- 
KIEL Sacxket of Genesee county, to Miss Jeywetr 
Row ey, formerly of this village. 

In Sempronius, in the 16th inst. Mr. Jonw McCown 
to Miss Oxive ALLEN, daughter of Caleb Allen, all 
of that place. 

On the 18th inst. by Rev. C, Ten Eyck, Lt. Roetar 
PaRSELL to Miss Aumina Hoxr, all of Owasco. 

In Bethany, Waine co. Pa. by Rev. T. B. Shannen, 
Mr. Jacos Davis to widow BARTLED. 


———-_____4 























FOR THF GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
Hail pleasing Autumn! hope of man! 
Hast thou return’d once more, 
To crown our joys, through wisdom’s plan, 
And spread our tables o’er ? 


God's buunteous hand, the gran’ries fill, 
He makes our cups run o’er : 

It is his pleasure and his will, 
Tobless us ever more. 

He clothes the trees with tipen’d fruit, 
Delicious to the taste ; 

How sweet his blessings, (our pursuit,) 
Togain them we're in haste. 

Oar land with milk and honey flows, 
The vine, us fruit supplies ; 

All this for MAN, it plainly shows, 
That God is truly wise. 

Do not the works of NATURE prove, 
To every child of God, 

That all things were designed to move, 
For his unbounded good. 

How grateful, then, ought we to be, 
And praise him for his good ; 

And humbly bow the supplient knee, 
And worship HIM as GOD. 

OPrENHEIM. 
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